
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1 64 Journal of A merican Folk-Lore. 

the favor of editors." The reference (p. 61) to the use of round stones in 
war Professor Macsweeney styles " an unique and classical one; " and the fact 
that Fiacha, the poet, composed a Dinnseanchas , or history of place-names, 
before the king (p. 28) suggests that he "supplied the place of an early 
Baedekker to the king." At page 73 is illustrated the device of using the 
search for a wife as an "opportunity for a display of prowess on the part 
of a hero or his followers," and at page 85 we have an example of " this simple 
yet effective manner of anticipating an on-coming event, typical of Irish 
story-telling at its best. " At page 113 the words of Bricne, " may the pangs of 
a woman in childbirth be yours," are brought by the editor in relation with 
"the famous 'couvade' of the Ultonians." The use of the breadth of the face 
as a standard of measure (p. 22) is worth noting. At page 112 the legend 
of the king with ass's ears is referred to; at page 134 "magic birds," and at 
page 136, apparently, stone celts. This old legend contains many things to 
interest the anthropologist and the folklorist. 

Irish Saga Library, No. 2. Heroic Romances of Ireland. Translated 
into English Prose and Verse, with Preface, Special Introductions and 
Notes. By A. H.Leahy. In two volumes. Vol. ii. London: David Nutt, 
1906. Pp. xi, 161. 

This volume contains literal translations of five "lesser Tains," or shorter 
stories, by which it was customary in ancient Ireland " to precede the recital 
of the Great Tain, the central story of the Irish Heroic Age," viz., The raid 
for the cattle of Fraech, The raid for Dartaid's cattle, The raid for the cattle 
of Regamon, The driving of the cattle of Flidais, The apparition of the great 
Queen to Cuchulain. In an appendix (pp. 143-161) is given, in Irish text 
and literal interlinear translation, the conclusion of the " Courtship of Etain" 
from the Leabhar na H-Uidri. To each of the stories is prefixed a short 
introduction describing the MS. authority, etc. Of the period to which they 
belong Mr. Leahy says: "They all seem to go back in date to the best literary 
period, but appear to have been at any rate put into their present form later 
than the Great Tain, in order to lead up to it." In the Tain Bo Fraich, 
besides mortals appear Befind (Fraech's fairy mother), Boand (sister of 
Befind and Queen of the fairies), and three fairy harpers. 

Schlesiensvolkstumliche Ueberlieferungen. Sammlungen und Studien 
der Schlesischen Gesellschaft fur Volkskunde begrundet von Friedrich 
Vogt, herausgegeben von Theodor Siebs. Band II. Sitte, Brauch und 

VOLKSGLAUBE. 2. Teil. SlTTE, BRAUCH UND VOLKSGLAUBE IN SCHLESIEN. 

Von Paul Drechsler. Mit Buchschmuck von Ellen Siebs. Leipzig: 

B. G. Teubner, 1906. Pp. xii, 348. Preis M. 5. 20. 

The fourteen sections of this second part of a collection of folk-lore from 
numerous localities all over Upper, Central, and Lower Silesia are devoted to 
the consideration of these topics: Domestic life of the Silesian (pp. 1-20); 
social and economic life (21-42); property, etc. (43-48); country life (49-78); 
fruit-trees and their cultivation (79-84); domestic animals and cattle (85- 
119); relations to God and the church (120-128); relation to the heavenly 
bodies, atmospheric phenomena, the elements, etc. (129-153); mythic phe- 
nomena (154-183); prophecy and magic (184-244); belief in witches (245- 
2 55); " ey il magic" (256-263); personal life (264-274); diseases, protec- 



